
 

June 1, 2017 

 

The Honorable Jefferson B. Sessions 

The Attorney General 

U.S. Department of Justice 

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20530-0001      

          

The Honorable John F. Kelly 

Secretary of Homeland Security 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

3801 Nebraska Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20528 

 

Rebecca Adducci 

Field Office Director 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security    

333 Mt. Elliott St.      

Detroit, MI 48207 

 

 Re:  Immigration Enforcement in Michigan Courthouses 

 

Dear Attorney General Sessions, Secretary Kelly, and Director Adducci: 

 

We, the undersigned Michigan legal organizations and Michigan attorneys, write to express our 

strong opposition to the growing tide of immigration enforcement taking place in and around 

courthouses. Immigration enforcement in courthouses is counterproductive because it 

undermines public safety and the principle of access to justice for all. Our court system cannot 

function if victims and witnesses of crimes and other injustices refuse to come to court – whether 

they are citizens or residents of this country. Yet, by targeting individuals for deportation at 

courthouses, immigration enforcement agents are deterring non-citizens from assisting the 

judicial system in dispensing justice. Conducting enforcement activities in civil and criminal 

courts creates a chilling effect on non-citizen victims, witnesses, and family members which, in 

turn, also reduces the number of victims willing to avail themselves of the protections afforded 

by the courts. People should not fail to appear for court hearings, out of fear of apprehension by 

immigration officials.  

 

Throughout 2017, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) personnel have conducted an 

alarming number of immigration enforcement actions at courthouses, with the result that 

immigrant victims and families fear coming to court. Here in Michigan, Sergio Perez Garcia was 

arrested in family court by ICE officers when he petitioned for custody of his children in order to 

protect them from what he believed to be dangerous living conditions with his estranged wife. 

Similar arrests have occurred around the country. For instance, a domestic violence survivor was 

arrested in February 2017 when she appeared in in El Paso County Court to obtain a restraining 
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order against her abusive ex-boyfriend. Such arrests have sent shock waves of fear through 

immigrant communities, deterred individuals from accessing essential court services and 

undermined the safety of the entire community.  

 

For this reason, we call upon you both to end such enforcement actions and to designate 

courthouses as sensitive locations where immigration arrests will not be made. We join the 

voices of legal practitioners from around the country in condemning these practices - including 

Chief Justices from the Supreme Courts of Washington, California, and New Jersey, as well as 

the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. 

 

The Department of Homeland Security (“DHS”) has historically recognized that immigration 

enforcement should not occur at sensitive locations, and has adopted policies limiting 

enforcement actions in schools, hospitals, institutions of worship, and sites of religious 

ceremonies. In 2011, DHS agencies codified this longstanding practice in two memos issued by 

the heads of ICE and Customs and Border Protection (CBP). Enforcement actions taken in 

courthouses are no less alarming than actions taken in schools, hospitals or places of worship. It 

is imperative that individuals view courts as places of fairness and equal access to justice without 

fearing arrest and deportation.   

 

We urge DHS and DOJ immediately to cease immigration enforcement actions at courthouses. 

We further ask that you include courthouses in your DHS’ sensitive locations policy and train all 

agents to follow that policy. As legal organizations active in Michigan and as Michigan attorneys 

and officers of the court, we believe that the administration of justice depends on all people 

having free and full access to the courts. Our justice system cannot function effectively and our 

communities will be less safe if you do not end courthouse enforcement. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Michigan Legal Community 

Number of Lawyer Signatories: 288 

 

Elizabeth Abdnour 

P78203 

Matthew Abel 

P38876 

Michael David Adams 

P70651 

Judith Lowitz Adler 

P43586 

Amanda Alexander 

P77795 

Margaret E. Allen 

P51977 

David Anderson 

P55258 

N. Peter Antone 

P38000 

Rula Aoun 

P79119 

Bethany McAllister Armenteros 

P61869 

Peter Armstrong 

P10255 

Victoria Arteaga 

P76106 

Miriam J. Aukerman 

P63165 

Samuel Bagenstos 

P73971 

Michael J. Baughman Jr. 

P36499 
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Penny R. Beardslee 

P44363 

Chris Becker 

P53752 

Rachel Bendit 

P66499 

Linda D. Bernard 

P24740 

Joni Bibler 

P77610 

Kristina A. Bilowus 

P78104 

E. Jason Blankenship 

P63566 

Stephanie M. Blumenau 

P79963 

Colin Boes 

P72410 

Alessa Boes 

P74397 

Douglas A. Boodt 

P81343 

Scott Boyer 

P80737 

Mike Braem 

P69395 

Sandra Hanshaw Burink 

P68619 

Alesha L. Burnash 

P78161 

Stephen W. Burness 

P28824 

Elizabeth A. Cabot 

P36677 

Christopher J. Caldwell 

P64928 

Stephanie Cardenas 

P71306 

Caridad Pastor Cardinale 

P43551 

Michael Carlin 

P72567 

Roxanne J. Chang 

P64983 

Mary Chartier 

P65327 

Rosemary Chudnof 

P71086 

Kathleen A. Cieslik 

P80024 

Mark A. Cody 

P42695 

Daniel Cogan 

P29458 

Trent B. Collier 

P66448 

Jason Colvin 

P80809 

Matthew Conklin 

P71194 

Margaret Kruse Connors 

P39726 

Barry Conybeare 

P52056 

Sean P. Corcoran 

P40858 

Margaret A. Costello 

P41868 

Candace Crowley 

P32078 

Sheila C. Cummings 

P64875 

Benjamin Curl 

P80770 

Michael Dagher-Margosian 

P79193 

Samuel Damren 

P25522 

Robert P. Davidow 

P71472 

Syeda Davidson 

P72801 

Brett DeGroff 

P74898 

Alejandra A. Del Pino 

P77810 

Mary K. Deon 

P63019 

Ana Devereaux 

P79145 

Jacqueline Doig 

P37105 

Sharon Dolente 

P67771 

Sarah Domin 

P79128 

Jeffrey S. Donahue 

P48588 

Heidi A. Duncan 

P76168 

Donald N. Duquette 

P24804 

Jason Eggert 

P75452 

Daniel Ellman 

P80813 

Emma Ewusi 

P81164 
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Joseph Falik 

P33406 

Charles P. Farrar 

P42783 

Devin Farrelly 

P77888 

Norman Fell 

P13360 

Desiree M. Ferguson 

P34904 

Sally C. Fink 

P24244 

Robyn Frankel 

P43629 

Michael Friedman 

P45380 

S. Joy Gaines 

P54111 

Nickolas Galendez 

P80184 

Kathleen M. Garbacz 

P79901 

Elizabeth Geary 

P76090 

Gregory T. Gibbs 

P26440 

Julia Gilbert 

P74262 

Alexandra Gilett 

P80277 

Robert Gillett 

P29119 

Geoffrey L. Gillis 

P13999 

Christine P. Gilman 

P45430 

Brian G. Gilmore 

P74661 

Andrew M. Goddeeris 

P80674 

Melanie D. Goldberg 

P56677 

Linda O. Goldberg 

P30575 

Robert Goodrich 

P14178 

Elizabeth Gotham 

P79058 

Christine Grand 

P51260 

Tracy E. Green 

P56488 

Antonia Grinnan 

P29058 

Rachel Gruetzner 

P78804 

Mary Ellen Gurewitz 

P25724 

Philip E. Hamilton, Esq. 

P68814 

David A. Handelsman 

P36191 

Margaret Hannon 

P78726 

Nathaniel Harrington 

P74782 

Lindsay Hartman 

P73909 

Kara Hart-Negrich 

P73846 

Barbara Harvey 

P25478 

Thomas F. Hatch 

P45180 

Denise M. Heberle 

P64145 

Cynthia Heenan 

P53664 

Teresa Hendricks 

P46500 

David Herskovic 

P68897 

Stacy Hickox 

P54431 

Anna M. Hill 

P78632 

Tiffany Holland 

P81181 

Edward J. Hoort 

P25561 

Mark A. Hopper 

P28493 

Erin Hopper 

P74336 

Nora M. Hudson 

P33991 

Joseph S. Hughes 

P52832 

Julie H. Hurwitz 

P34720 

Stephen D. Ihrig 

P32399 

Susan Im 

P52707 

Kirsten Inquilla 

P60458 

Namira Islam 

P77724 
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Kathryn Bruner James 

P71374 

Blair M. Johnson 

P75639 

Peter J. Johnson 

P15539 

Muna Jondy 

P70334 

Becket J. Jones 

P75050 

Jennifer Kuchon Jousma 

P64058 

Peter Katz 

P72927 

Laura Kellett 

P34516 

Hon. William G. Kelly 

P25380 

Julia Kelly 

P77407 

Whitney Kemerling 

P75617 

Richard G. Kessler 

P34755 

Saima Khalil 

P76029 

Bonsitu Kitaba 

P78822 

Kelly Jo Kitchen 

P56701 

Theresa Klaasen 

P35843 

Patrick L. Klida 

P78737 

Michael A. Knoblock 

P77544 

Susan M. Kornfield 

P41071 

Daniel S. Korobkin 

P72842 

Allison Greenlee Korr 

P73611 

Joseph Kozely 

P33327 

Sidney Kraizman 

P16199 

Marian Kromkowski 

P30378 

Liane M. Kufchock 

P70273 

William Ladd 

P30671 

Rebecca Lair-Ybanez 

P70281 

Deanne Andrews Lawrence 

P59068 

Michael Lawrence 

P59319 

Jerold Lax 

P16470 

Frankie LeClear 

P78507 

Dani K. Liblang 

P33713 

Margaret Gleason Liebert 

P50117 

Veronique Liem 

P39480 

Samantha Lindberg 

P77684 

Marla Linderman 

P55759 

Lauren Lisi 

P39571 

Kaitlin M. Locke 

P80724 

Tamara Lopez 

P73830 

Monica Lubiarz-Quigley 

P44699 

Sarah Luke 

P70648 

Lori Lutz 

P35172 

Daniel Manville 

P39731 

Laurence H. Margolis 

P69635 

Joel Marogil 

P75640 

Michael D. Marrs 

P25117 

Judy Martin 

P34320 

Robert Mathis 

P66868 

Bradley Maze 

P69387 

Cate McClure 

P48461 

Cate Mcclure 

P4648 

Danielle P. McCluskey 

P40583 

Elizabeth L. McCree 

P76926 

Gabrielle McKee 

P81161 
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Michael A. Mestelle 

P30832 

Emiko Meyers 

P80908 

Emily J. Miller 

P78551 

Kathryn Jean Miller 

P62014 

Darren L. Miller 

P79074 

Nancy E. Miller 

P47860 

Eric Misterovich 

P73422 

Joslin Monahan 

P77362 

Liz Balck Monsma 

P70595 

Christian Montesinos 

P75337 

David A. Moran 

P45353 

Anna Moss 

P74040 

Kent W. Mudie 

P18047 

Tina Murua 

P78268 

Amy Myers 

P81419 

Sean M. Myers 

P78687 

Sofia Nelson 

P77960 

Michael O. Nelson 

P23546 

H. Joel Newman 

P38459 

Patrick Louis O'Brien 

P78163 

Jeremy Orr 

P81145 

Tat Parish 

P18636 

Alisa Parker 

P70652 

Jayesh Patel 

P65385 

Andrew A. Paterson 

P18690 

Alison L. Paton 

P34803 

Jennifer Pernas 

P79591 

Dionnie Wynter Pfunde 

P72633 

Tonya Phillips 

P63475 

John Philo 

P52721 

Kevin J. Piecuch 

P61592 

H. Rhett Pinsky 

P18920 

Jaye Quadrozzi 

P71646 

David R. Radtke 

P47016 

Matthew G. Reens 

P57363 

Ronald Reosti 

P19368 

Giles C. Rhodenhiser 

P81254 

Ruby Robinson 

P75244 

Rosalind Rochkind 

P23504 

James N. Rodbard 

P38328 

Jennifer Rosa 

P58226 

Elizabeth Rosario 

P75473 

Theresa A. Rose 

P77554 

Gayle Rosen 

P46874 

Nicholas Roumel 

P37056 

John F. Royal 

P27800 

George Russo 

P77991 

Anne G. Sabourin 

P40866 

Noel Saleh 

P26594 

Damien Sanchez 

P70228 

Laura Sanders 

P56801 

Vivek Sankaran 

P68538 

Amy Sankaran 

P70763 

Suzanne Sattler 

P26748 
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Bernard Schaefer 

P40114 

Eileen R. Scheff 

P27914 

Daniel Schiffer 

P27545 

Lisa J. Schmidt 

P73654 

Jack W. Schulz 

P78078 

Julie Secontine 

P43989 

Robert A. Sedler 

P31003 

Patricia L. Selby 

P70163 

John A. Shea 

P37634 

Amanda J. Shelton 

P67770 

Hon. Paul D. Sher 

P45094 

Rebecca Shiemke 

P37160 

Michael M. Shoudy 

P58870 

Carol A. Siemon 

P32946 

Glenn M. Simmington 

P33626 

Abraham Singer 

P23601 

Victoria Smalley 

P80179 

Denise LaFave Smith 

P65521 

Lee A. Somerville 

P41168 

Francyne Stacey 

P33225 

Terri L. Stangl 

P35257 

Robert D. Starkman 

P35004 

Michael J. Steinberg 

P43085 

Lea Ann Sterling 

P58566 

Sarah Steslicki 

P66057 

Alicia Storm 

P77299 

Laurel Stuart-Fink 

P36733 

Julia T. Stuebing 

P81227 

Andrew Sugerman 

P46687 

Gillian Talwar 

P57294 

Gregory A. Tasker 

P62912 

Jennifer Tello 

P79093 

Erika Thorn 

P65544 

Kurt Thornbladh 

P25858 

Ashley Waddell Tingstad 

P81463 

Kristin Rinehart Totten 

P72942 

Angela Tripp 

P66964 

Abril Valdes 

P77865 

Lisa Varnier 

P33069 

Nicholas Vendittelli 

P30770 

Alexander Vernon 

P68726 

Catherine Villanueva 

P80986 

Matt Vititoe 

P71585 

Christopher B. Vreeland 

P60003 

Robin B. Wagner 

P79408 

Gerald D. Wahl 

P26511 

Pete Walsh 

P28040 

Lin-Chi Wang 

P77014 

Destini Wells 

P78361 

Chantal C. Wentworth-Mullin 

P78168 

Robert West 

P31009 

Christopher Wickman 

P75395 

Ronald G. Wiegerink 

P68288 

Anne Yantus 

P39445 
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Sarah Yore-Van Oosterhout 

P77400 

Nadine Yousif 

P80421 

Sarah C. Zearfoss 

P47198 

 

Michigan Legal Service Providers 

Number of Organizations: 20 

 

29th District Court 

Wayne, MI 

 

Allegiant Legal, PC 

Marshall, MI 

 

American Arab Civil Rights League 

Dearborn, MI 

 

American Civil Liberties Union Fund 

of Michigan 

     Detroit, MI 

 

American Citizens for Justice (ACJ) 

Grosse Pointe Park, MI 

 

Civil Rights Clinic, Michigan State Univ. 

College of Law 

East Lansing, MI 

 

Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan 

Davison, MI 

 

Justice for Our Neighbors West Michigan 

Grand Rapids, MI 

 

Kufchock & Associates PLC 

Warren, MI 

 

Law Office of Michael Carlin PLLC 

Ann Arbor, MI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michigan Education Association 

East Lansing, MI 

 

Michigan Immigrant Rights Center 

Kalamazoo, MI 

Ann Arbor, MI 

Michigan Poverty Law Program 

Ann Arbor, MI 

 

Michigan State Planning Body 

Ann Arbor, MI 

 

National Lawyers Guild - Detroit & 

Michigan Chapter 

Detroit, MI 

 

SafeHouse Center 

Ann Arbor, MI 

South Lyon, MI 

 

Speaker Law Firm 

Lansing, MI 

 

Street Democracy 

Detroit, MI 

 

Sugar Law Center for Economic & Social 

Justice 

Detroit, MI 

 

Women Lawyers Association of Michigan 

Lansing, MI 

 

  

 


